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SEAFARER SUBJECT GUIDE 

ABANDONMENT IN FRANCE 

This Guide deals with the situation where seafarers are abandoned in a port in France as 
well as where seafarers are abandoned on a French flagged vessel in a port outside France.  
This document is not intended to be legal advice, nor does it constitute legal advice.  If a 
seafarer is abandoned, he is strongly advised to consult a lawyer qualified to practise in 
France. 

*A full text version of this Subject Guide including footnotes will become available for subscription in due 

course.  In the meantime if there is a specific inquiry on any Subject Guide, please contact SRI.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. When is a seafarer considered abandoned according to national case law or 

legislation?  Is there any special legislation concerning abandoned crew? 

1.1 There is no specific legislation applicable to foreign crew abandoned in France, but 
the Marine Authorities (‘Affaires Maritimes’) set up a policy in 2002 to deal with the of 
abandonment of seafarers in French ports requiring the French authorities to monitor 
ships abandoned in French ports and to assess regularly the living conditions of the 

seafarers.  

1.2 French authorities have recently provided care to abandoned seafarers in a number of 
different incidents, providing emergency fuel, hotel accommodation, translators, 
advance payment of seafarers’ wages, and contact with immigration authorities to 

facilitate the repatriation of seafarers. 

2. What is the immigration status of abandoned seafarers? 

2.1 French authorities tend to treat an abandoned seafarer the same as other any other 

crewmember.  

2.2 It is highly recommended that a seafarer should contact the French immigration 
authorities via the seamen’s club before trying to disembark into French territory. 
Each seafarer will then have clear information as to whether he may leave the ship 
without a visa. In most cases, French authorities will provide the seafarer with the 
relevant documents and also will assist him with repatriation. 

3. Can an abandoned seafarer get shore leave? 

3.1  Seafarers on an abandoned ship are still considered ‘members of a crew making a call 
at a port’ (‘équipage en escale’). Therefore, they keep this status according to 

France's international obligations. 
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3.2 Seafarers can be exempted from visa requirements by Member States when they own 
the Seafarers' Identity Document (‘the SID’) issued in accordance with the 
international conventions.  

 
3.3 As a result, they can get shore leave without visa in order to circulate in the port area, 

on the port municipality territory, or neighbouring communes as allowed by the 
prefect. 

 
3.4 Seafarers who do not possess the SID must apply for a visa to the competent 

authorities with the assistance, if necessary, of the seamen's clubs or any voluntary 
associations located in the French ports. 

 

4. Is abandonment of seafarers considered a crime? 

4.1 Abandonment of crew is not a crime in France. There is no legal precedent in respect of 

‘life’s endangerment’ for crew abandonment.  

5. What entities and/or persons may be involved with or assist an abandoned 
crew? 

 

5.1 Various entities and/or persons may be involved with or assist an abandoned crew.   

5.2 Lawyers 

   See FIND ASSISTANCE on the SRI app which can be downloaded from the home page 
of the SRI website at www.seafarersrights.org 

5.2.1 In addition, reference may be made to the Guide on Using Lawyers and Fact File 
available on the SRI app and at  

https://www.seafarersrights.org/seafarers_subjects/using_lawyers/  

5.3 ITF Inspectors and union officials 
 

See FIND ASSISTANCE on the SRI app which can be downloaded from the home page 
of the SRI website at www.seafarersrights.org 

 
5.4 Welfare agencies 
 

See FIND ASSISTANCE on the SRI app which can be downloaded from the home page 
of the SRI website at www.seafarersrights.org 

http://www.seafarersrights.org/
https://www.seafarersrights.org/seafarers_subjects/using_lawyers/
http://www.seafarersrights.org/
http://www.seafarersrights.org/
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5.5 Governments and Embassies 
 

Additionally the seafarer may need to access government official websites, including 
lists of embassies, to find an appropriate contact. 

 


